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contrary, if I have the belief that I can do It, I shall surely
acquire the capacity to do it even if I may not have it
at the beginning. Again it is wrong to say that the world
today believes us to be cowards. It has ceased to think
so since the Satyagraha campaign. The Congress prestige
has risen very high in the West during the past twenty
years. The world is watching with astonished Interest
the fact that, although we have no arms, we are hoping
to win Swaraj and have indeed come very near it. More-
over, it sees in our non-violent movement rays of hope
for peace in the world and Its salvation from the hell of
carnage. The bulk of mankind has come to believe that,
if ever the spirit of revenge is to vanish and bloody wars
are to cease, the happy event can happen only through
the policy of non-violence adopted by the Congress.
The correspondent's fear and suspicion are, therefore, un-
founded.
It will now be seen that the fact that India is unarmed is
no obstacle in the path of Ahimsa. The forcible disarmament
of India by the British Government was indeed a grave
wrong and a cruel injustice. But we can turn even in-
justice to our advantage, if God be with us, or if you prefer,
we have the skill to do so. And such a thing has happened
in India.
Arms are surely unnecessary for a training in Ahimsa. In
fact the arms, if any, have to be thrown away, as the Khan-
saheb did in the Frontier Province. Those who hold that
it is essential to learn violence before we can learn non-
violence, would hold that only sinners can be saints.
Just as one must learn the art of killing in the training
for violence, so one must learn the art of dying in the training
for non-violence. Violence does not mean emancipation
from fear, but discovering the means of combating the cause
for fear. Non-violence, on the other hand, has no cause for
fear. The votary of non-violence has to cultivate the capacity
for sacrifice of the highest type in order to be free from fear.
He regks not if he should lose his land, his wealth, his life.
He who has not overcome all fear cannot practise Ahimsa to
perfection. The votary of Ahimsa has only one fear, that is of

